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Lexsitus facilitates online learning and legal analysis in 
international criminal law. It brings together a wealth of 
resources – often locked behind paywalls or university-
admission – into a single, open platform. It complements 
the document-retrieval function of the ICC Legal 
Tools Database (LTD), a driver behind the spread of 
information about international criminal law since 2005.
Lexsitus offers free access to legal sources and 
information, in multiple languages and formats 
including: selected legal sources (such as case law and 
preparatory works); digests of key international and 
national judgments; analytical resources (lectures and 
commentaries); and publications.

Lexsitus is organised in accordance with the structure 
and logic of the Statute and Rules of Procedure and 
Evidence of the International Criminal Court (ICC), 
instruments meticulously drafted over several years 
with near-global participation of states, civil society and 
experts.  

The Lexsitus taxonomy and contents are curated 
and quality-assured by legal professionals rather than 
generated automatically. Combined with comprehensive 
metadata, clear provenance information, and intuitive 
visual navigation, this approach ensures robust standards 
of transparency and reliability.

ICC Elements of Crimes
The final three Lexsitus resources focus exclusively on 
the crimes and modes of liability in the ICC Statute. The 
ICC Elements of Crimes resource reproduces the ICC 
document which outlines the elements of the crimes 
for Articles 6, 7, 8 and 8bis of the ICC Statute. It is 
designed to facilitate a clear understanding of the core 
international crimes. 

Elements Digest and Means of Proof Digest
The Elements Digest compiles excerpts from selected 
international and, increasingly, national court decisions 
interpreting the legal requirements of ICC Statute 
Articles 6, 7, 8, 25 and 28. The Means of Proof Digest 
addresses evidentiary approaches to proving these 
elements. Both are organised on element-by-element 
pages which feature a collapsable table of contents listing 
relevant excerpts of judgments (with options to export 
content as PDF or link to judgments in the LTD). Each 
excerpt is assigned a unique, persistent URL, enabling precise 
hyperlinking and granting individual judgment paragraphs a 
permanent Internet identity. Originally developed for the 
ICC Case Matrix in 2004–2005, the Digest taxonomy 
has since been refined through contributions from 
academic teams and practitioners. The Elements Digest 
is available in English, Arabic, Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian 
(BCS), French and Spanish; the Means of Proof Digest in 
English and BCS. They are regularly updated by Antonio 
Angotti and his team.

Lexsitus Team 
Conceptualised by Morten Bergsmo, Lexsitus has been 
built in stages by a large team of lawyers, including the 
faculty of Lexsitus Lecturers; commentary authors and 
editors; the Digests team; experts in language-version 
sub-teams; Mithya Labs (Head Saurabh Sachan, Tech 
Lead Avneesh Raghav, Creative Director Pratyush 
Singh, and Full-Stack Developer Sanjay Yadav); Lexsitus 
Co-Director Mark Klamberg, Lexsitus Co-ordinator 
Antonio Angotti, Deputy Co-ordinator Fadi Antoun 
Khalil, Assistant Co-ordinator Rohit Gupta, CMN Fellow 
Efrén Ismael Sifontes Torres; and others who have made 
significant pro bono contributions. Financial contributions 
for technical development and language versions have 
been provided by key partners, notably the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the International 
Nuremberg Principles Academy. The European Union 
has supported development of the Digests. The Torkel 
Opsahl Academic EPublisher has granted free access 
through Lexsitus to its full catalogue of publications by 
over 900 authors.

Contact
Owned by the Centre for International Law Research 
and Policy (CILRAP), Lexsitus is available free of charge 
to anyone with Internet access, certified by the Digital 
Public Goods Alliance. Please do not hesitate to contact 
CILRAP at info@cilrap.org if you have feedback, 
suggestions or would like to contribute to the further 
development of Lexsitus. You are free to hyperlink 
to Lexsitus pages. If you are an educator, consider 
integrating one or more Lexsitus lectures into your 
course curriculum. 

The Elements Digest and Means of Proof 
Digest in Lexsitus have been made with the 
support of the European Union (EU). The 
contents of the Digests do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the EU or other part-
ners or contributors to Lexsitus. 

Centre for International Law Research and Policy
100 Avenue des Saisons
EU-1050 Brussels
URL: https://www.cilrap.org/ 
E-mail: info@cilrap.org



Lexsitus resources
Lexsitus has been designed for browsing or visual 
navigation. The seven Lexsitus resources are accessible 
via the horizontal navigation bar (indicated by the red 
rectangle above). They follow the structure of the 
Lexsitus spine (blue rectangle), beginning with the ICC 
Statute and followed by the Rules of Procedure and 
Evidence. A resource (such as the commentary) can 
be used independently or in combination with other 
resources. 

Each resource includes a dedicated menu (as illustrated 
above for the commentary) that allows users to select the 
material to display in the central viewing pane. 

The right-hand panel serves as a note-taking space for 
drafting legal memoranda, articles or other documents. 
By establishing a free Lexsitus user account, you can also 
sign in and create personalised reading lists.

The general Lexsitus interface, landing pages, and 
menus are available in English, Arabic, Chinese, French, 
Persian, Russian and Spanish. Individual Lexsitus resources 
are available in the languages detailed in subsequent 
sections. 

Lexsitus-Lectures
This Lexsitus audio-visual resource provides access to 
over 230 lectures by 55+ lecturers, including leading 
experts and practitioners. The lectures include subtitles 
in English, Arabic, French, Persian and Russian (subtitle 
button in the lower-right corner of the screen once 
playback begins). All Articles and main provisions of the 
ICC Statute feature at least one ‘Introductory’ lecture, 
with some provisions also accompanied by an ‘Advanced’ 
lecture.

Lexsitus-CLICC commentary
The Lexsitus Commentary on the Law of the International 
Criminal Court (CLICC) offers a detailed provision-by-
provision analysis of the ICC Statute and the Rules of 
Procedure and Evidence. It facilitates efficient access 
to case-law, doctrine and commentary with all sources 
hyperlinked and cited judgments opening seamlessly in 
a secondary window. The commentary is continuously 
updated by a team of 50+ international lawyers supervised 
by Professor Mark Klamberg (Chief Editor) and Editors 
Jonas Nilsson and Antonio Angotti. The Arabic, French, 
Persian and partial Russian versions have additional 
editors.

Preparatory Works
Drawing on the LTD ‘ICC Preparatory Works and Statute 
Amendments Collection’ which comprises over 8,900 
documents (the most extensive collection available), 
this Lexsitus resource provides access to documents 
organised by their corresponding ICC Statute Article, 
assisting users in understanding the Statute’s drafting 
history. The collection was initially compiled by Mr. 
Enrique Carnero Rojo in the ICC Office of the Prosecutor 
in 2003–2005, with Dr. Cyril Laucci overseeing the 
organization of the documents into clusters by Statute 
Part or Article.

Case Law
This Lexsitus resource enables users to locate judicial 
decisions pertinent to selected ICC Statute provisions, 
organised under their respective Articles. Clicking the 
hook preceding a cluster of Articles or sub-paragraphs 
(for example, Article 6 or 15 and its sub-paragraphs) 
opens a scrollable list of documents. For Articles 6–8, 25 
and 28, users are encouraged to consult the two Digests 
described on the next page of the leaflet. Persian and 
partial Russian versions have additional editors.
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