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Environmental crime is increasingly emerging as a distinct prosecutable offence under international law.
While its full implications are yet to be fully known, in his talk, Professor Michael Kelly will explore how it
is developing across international and comparative legal frameworks. The discussion will focus on three
key developments. First, the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court has accepted
extensive commentary on its developing position and framework for investigating, charging, and
prosecuting environmental crimes. Second, the draft articles of the proposed Crimes Against Humanity
Treaty have been reported out by the United Nations Sixth Committee and are advancing toward
consideration by States. In this context, an amendment has been proposed and appears to be gaining
support to include environmental crime as a distinct form of crime against humanity. Third, Ukraine has
incorporated ecocide into its criminal code and allows environmental crimes to be prosecuted as war
crimes. In this regard, Ukraine goes beyond the recently amended EU Environmental Crime Directive,
which requires Member States to criminalise ecocide-type conduct. This discussion aims to deepen
understanding of the importance of ongoing efforts in this field.

Professor Michael Kelly holds the Senator Allen A. Sekt Endowed Chair in Law at
Creighton University School of Law, where he serves as founding Director of the
Samuel & Ida Kaiman Center for International Criminal Justice & Holocaust Studies
and coordinates the International and Comparative Law Program. He directs the
Howard Kaiman “From Nuremberg to The Hague Program”, a summer school on
international criminal law and the Holocaust in Nuremberg, hosted by Friedrich-
Alexander-Universitat Erlangen-Nirnberg, and was part of one of the founding
teams of the Nuremberg Moot Court. His work combines scholarship and practice, including training

prosecutors in Poland and Ukraine on environmental crime cases against Russian commanders. His
fieldwork has also brought him before the United States Congress, the Vatican, and courts in The Hague.
Professor Kelly serves on the boards of several international legal institutions including the Association
Internationale de Droit Pénal, the UN Crime Prevention & Criminal Justice Programme and the Siracusa
International Institute for Criminal Justice & Human Rights. Among his numerous scholarly contributions
is Prosecuting Corporations for Genocide (OUP, 2016) and his most recent publication Prosecuting
Environmental Crimes in Ukraine as either War Crimes or Ecocide (2026).
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