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Clémence Pellissier is a PhD candidate in 
Political Science and International Law at 
Trinity College Dublin. Her dissertation 
examines the (dis)similarities in the 
jurisprudence of the International Court of 
Justice and international criminal tribunals in 
the adjudication of mass atrocities. Her 
research investigates the conditions under 

which different international judges addressing similar legal questions develop either 
convergent or divergent interpretations of international law. Through a comparative 
analysis of landmark decisions, her work highlights the role of institutional objectives 
and concerns for institutional legitimacy in shaping judicial reasoning. As part of the 
Adamas Residency, she will continue her research by consolidating the theoretical 
framework of her dissertation and completing a first case study on the Nicaragua and 
Tadić judgements. 
 
Alongside her doctoral research, Ms Pellisier teaches law and political science at Trinity 
College Dublin, University College Dublin, and Maynooth University. Her research has 
resulted in several forthcoming publications on international law, international criminal 
law, and legal theory, with a particular focus on the fragmentation of international law, 
international adjudication, and the legal response to mass atrocities.  
 


